






































































































































































































































From January
until October 1879 the
Novitiate was in
Gainfarn. In 1996, 100
years later, it returned
to Gainfarn.
In 1925 the municipal
kindergarten of Lower
Austria was founded. It
was closed during the
Second World War and
reopened in 1945, In
1976 the present public
kindergarten of the city of Bad Véslau and the country was built,
where the Sisters are still working.

Convent in Gainfarn, Lower Austria

Also the Sisters are engaged in the parish. They do pastoral
work, they lead services in the church, they give Holy
Communion, they arrange church services for children and the
youth and they work in pastoral care .

With great love they lead children and young people to the
Heart of Jesus, for example during the preparation for First
Communion in the Convent.

Gainfarn is the only
Convent in the
Congregation where
Father Founder Ilived
personally. From there he
went to and fro to other
convents and there he
celebrated Holy
Eucharist. When in 1974,
the 100 year jubilee was
celebrated, Mother
Theodora Paulus said, that

Altar in Gainfarn where Father Braun

celebrated Holy Eucharist
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this house is like a precious relic of the Founder Victor Braun for
the Congregation.

House of St. Gertrud in Vienna,
Hietzinger Hauptstr. 78
and the House of Unter St. Veit

Lo
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House of St. Gertrud, Vienna

1882 the Care Home for very aged people, named St.
Joseph, was founded in Unter St. Veit (Vienna) by the Baroness
Hedwig Malfatti von Montereggio.

1883 three Sisters of our Congregation began as nurses in
this care home.

1885 the care home became the property of the
Congregation. Also some houses nearby were bought.

1897 the Sisters opened a kindergarten, which was a
blessing until 2007 when it was closed.

From 1914 until 1918 there was a home here for 50 to 60
poor children who with American help got education and
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boarding free of charge.

Meals for 60 students and 30 elderly people were also
provided..

Since 1926 the Sisters themselves needed a care home and
as such the house was used until 2007.

From 1939 to 1945, during the Second World War, the
Sisters sheltered 45 homeless people here.

During many decades the Sisters served in a blessed way in
the kindergarten, to the elderly people and their own Sisters.
Because of the lack of Sisters we had to sell the house in Unter
St. Veit in 2007. Only the house on the Hietzinger Hauptstralle
was kept as a convent and a vacation home for Sisters.

History of the Congregation of the Servants of the

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Bytom

In 1894, in Chorzow, a Community of our Congregation
was founded. In 1926 Upper-Silesia was annexed to Poland and
the Sisters were forced, because of language difficulties and
because of the
political changes,
to leave the house.
The Sisters
founded in
December a new
home in Bytom,
Piekarskastr, 59.
Since 1902 this
house had
belonged to the
Sisters of Mercy
of St. Vincent of

House ,,St. Josef" in Bytom / Poland
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Paul. Our Sisters gave them, in exchange, two new houses in
Chorzow and took another house for caring and nursing the
terminally 1ll.

Later the following activities developed: needlework,
sewing, music, caring for babies, counselling, caring and nursing
for elderly people, days and weeks of retreat. In 1947 this
convent got the official name of "St. Joseph's House". The duties
of administration and procedural rules of this Care-Home became
too much for the Sisters, and so they were forced to surrender
their work to the Congregation of the Servants of Sandomierz.
This happened on the 10" May 1975. The Sisters of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus returned on the 1% August 1986 and again they
cared for the sick in the nursing home.

To respond to the needs of our town an after-school care
centre called "Noah's Ark" was opened in 2001. The main focus
was on social therapy. Today four Sisters work in Bytom in the
Care Home for elderly people, in the after-school centre and in
pastoral care for all co-workers. They organise retreats and they
promote the veneration of the Sacred Heart.

Krawarn - Kouty

In April 1902 the parish priest of Krawarn, Ignac Maiss,
visited the Superior General Mother M. Flora Niesen in Vienna
and asked her to send Sisters to Krawarn. They arrived on the
18th of July 1905.The Sisters made their home in the convent
next to the presbytery. They started with a kindergarten and they
founded a girls' school for home economics and embroidery and
they cared for the sick. After the Second World War the Sisters
opened a home for elderly people and an orphanage in their
convent.

On the 14th of September 1950 the Sisters were taken to a
working-camp in Ryzoviste - they shared this fate with about
10,000 other religious women. In 1951 all religious
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Congregations were closed by @
the Communist Party. For 10
years the Sisters were kept in the
camp of Bila Voda in total
isolation. 1961 the first Sisters
could leave the country and go to
Vienna but the last ones didn’t
leave until 1967. Four of the
Krawarn Sisters were never seen
again as they died in the camp of
Bila Voda.

On September 26, 1991,
two years after the fall of
Communism, Sisters returned to
Krawarn. The Sisters bought the Shstors i Krawarn /07
parish house of Krawarn-Kouty,

did the restoration work and are

now engaged in the municipal kindergarten, in a caring home for
elderly people and in the pastoral care for children and the youth.
They help in the preparation for the First Communion and in the
parish and also in pastoral work.

The history of the Congregation House of the

Servants of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Opole

On the Ist of May 1931 the Servants of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus established themselves in Opole, Mickiewicza Strafe 5. In
this house there was a kindergarten and a school for domestic
science. The Sisters were engaged also in the parish church of St.
Peter and Paul and worked in homes caring of the sick. During
the Second World War this convent was changed into a military
hospital for German soldiers. The Sisters cared for the sick and
helped wherever they were needed. During the Soviet offensive,
on the 19" January 1945, the Sisters were forced to leave the
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convent. They found shelter in Dlugpole (Glatzer Bergland).

In 1945, when the Sisters came back, they started to rebuild
the house and they lived there until 1954. Then they had to leave
again because the communist government confiscated the house
and the Sisters had to
stay for two and a half
years in a working-
camp (Debow Laka).

In 1957 Dr. Meis
emigrated to Germany.
Before leaving he
handed his house in
Opole, Mickiewicz
Street 7, over to the
Sisters.

Convent in Opole / Poland

Now there are
three Sisters in Opole.
They work in the parish church of St. Peter and Paul as Sexton, in
youth pastoral work, as Religious Teachers and for the Marian
Congregation.

Some students live in the Convent as well.

Dylaki

The Formation - House in Dylaki was built between 1975 -
1978. It was during the communist time in Poland. In this time it
was not possible to get permission to build a convent. Thanks to
Divine Providence, very much prayer and the perseverance of the
Sisters, especially of the provincial Superior Sr. M. Lidoria
Schulz, we finished the building. The house and the Chapel were
consecrated and dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the 6™
May 1978, by Bishop Waclaw Wycisk in the presence of the
Curate General, M. M. Symphorosa and the Provincial Superior
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M. M. Agricola. From 1979 to 1992 ten girls finished their
formation in this Formation-House. Seven girls did the same
during the years 1992-2005.

In 2004 the first International Federation Meeting of the
Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus took place in Dylaki. About
40 Sisters from different countries came together.

Over the 36 years in this house the Sisters organised
retreats, veneration-days for children and youth-groups, also
other groups could be hosted there. Once a year, there, the
Congregation retreat takes place.

The Sisters participate in an active way in the life of the
parish of St. Anton. They work in the sacristy, they care for the
flower-decoration in the church, play the organ and organise a
festive musical setting. The Sisters also maintain a group of
Children of Mary, and they lead the adoration on the first
Thursday and Friday of the month.

The Sisters share the joys and sufferings of the population,
especially when they visit and care for the sick and elderly people
and support their families. For children the Sisters organise sport
activities, trips  and
pilgrimages.

T T 3 WA <k A,

Convent in Dylaki / Poland
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Our Common Spirituality

As a Federation we are united together in the love of God
and each other. We thank God for our common spirituality to
serve Jesus Christ and the poor.

Many congregations who minister to the poor
are dedicated to the Sacred Heart.
But you are to belong entirely to the Sacred Heart.

So be on fire with love, eager to make up for the evil

which threatens our world.

[f ever you were to forget this Devotion to the Sacred Heart

you would no longer have any reason to exist.

Fr Victor Braun

Fr Victor Braun promoted a spirituality of the Sacred Heart
that offers another way of living out our Christian calling, one

Father Victor Braun

that will help bring about that civilization of
love which is God’s dream for his world.
God has no favourites. A life rich in
pastoral experience enabled Father Braun to
develop a loving heart that was gentle,
generous, humble, forgiving. He identified
with those he encountered from all walks of
life. Like his beloved patron, St. Francis de
Sales, he refused no one who turned to him
in their hour of need, at whatever cost to
himself. The rich legacy left to us by the
founder and patrons offers us rich and deep
wells of spirituality to draw from.

The spiritual values of Love, Glory,

Thanksgiving and Reparation are still as relevant today as they
were 150 years ago. We may express these values in a slightly
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different way, but they are as meaningful as ever.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to bring the
compassionate love of God to those among whom we live and
work. The fire of God’s love draws us into the radiant glow
which Jesus gained for us in his sacrifice on the cross. God’s love
is never static; it is always on the move.  As our outer life
reaches out in the service of the poor, our inner spirit takes on a
new intensity in the service of love of him who is gentle and
humble of heart.

As Father Braun once said, we may not have much to offer
in the way of material help but when our offering is joined to the
heart of Jesus, what we have to give is inexhaustible because it
comes from the ever-flowing riches of the Sacred Heart.

The example of Jesus can transform our feeble efforts in
our ever changing and challenging world. Each person Jesus met
with went away transformed, even after the briefest encounter.
Maybe this is yet another way we can be in solidarity with those
in any kind of need, simply by our patient presence.

As we move forward together as a Federation, perhaps the
following quotation from Fr Arrupe SJ will encourage and inspire
us all to deepen our relationship with the Heart of Christ:

Nothing is more practical than falling in love in a quite
absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what grips your
imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get
you out of bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings,
how you spend your week-ends, what you read, who you know,
what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and
gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything.
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The international meetings
International Federation Meeting in Dylaki, 2004

The first international Federation Meeting of the Sisters
took place in Dylaki, Poland, from 4" to 8" August, 2004. During
these days the Sisters of the three Congregations had the
opportunity to get a
d ¢ ¢ p e 1
understanding  of
the spirituality and
the mission  of
Father  Founder.
The Sisters treasure
in their  hearts
especially  the
following  words:

"You are

witnesses of the

1" International Meeting 2004 Heart of Jesus
in Dylaki / Poland when you ease the

suffering of the
poor", and: ""For you there are only two things in this world:
Jesus Christ and the poor".

In spite of the
different languages,
cultures and habits, we
felt joy and unity in
every encounter. The
memories of these days
live until today in the
hearts of many Sisters.

Meeting in Dylaki / Poland
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The International Meeting in Versailles, 2007

2007, the international Meeting in Versailles brought 25
Sisters of each Congregation together, and they really wanted -
despite the different languages -to enter in a dialog. The aim was
to formulate our common spirituality. This was a real challenge,
but was overcome by the desire of each Sister to work together
and by the efforts of the preparation group ... The reflections were
accompanied by beautiful liturgical celebrations and some
moments of relaxation and joy.

International Meeting 2007

in Versailles

It was the opportunity to be together on a pilgrimage in the
footsteps of Father Victor Braun, especially in Paris, in Notre
Dame de la Salette, in Notre Dame de Grace and in Notre Dame
des Victoires; and not to be forgotten Sacré Coeur on
Montmartre. But also Argenteuil, Sevres and Saint Cloud were
visited ...
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To reflect and to celebrate the Love of our Saviour.

To follow Christ, the Servant, in sharing his redeeming
mission.

To witness to the compassion of the Lord by a simple und
kind presence

To live in friendship with the most destitute
To affirm the dignity of everyone we meet.

To answer to the needs of the time joyfully.
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International Federation Meeting in Chigwell 2010

The Federation Tree is planted

In  August
2010 the
Federation
Meeting held in
Chigwell took the
theme of the three
Vows.

There was an
opportunity to look
at different
expressions of the
Vows e.g. through
the eyes of the
painter  Pietro

Annigoni and through our own art work. A 'Federation' Tree was
planted in Chigwell Garden and is growing strong and tall!
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International Federation Meeting
in Kiihr, Germany, 2013

International Federation Meeting 2013

in Kiihr / Germany

The "Charism of Father Founder Victor Braun in the
21st century" was the theme of our International Federation
Meeting in Kiihr from August 4™ to August 11", 2013. 48 Sisters
participated.

On the foundation of the four pillars: GLORY, LOVE,
THANKSGIVING AND RECONCILIATION we got new
insights from Father Dr. Becker and Father Peter Adamski. We
enjoyed power point presentations in three languages.

We had a pilgrimage to Trier to the "Holy Tunic" and we
also visited Maria Laach, where the huge Benedictine Convent is.
We came closer to each other, we laughed a lot and we returned
home with new ideas.
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Stations of former Meetings / Kiihr

Federation Meeting, Zambia 2012

with our newer members

In August 2012 an important event took place in the history
of our Federation! Many of our newer members had the privilege
of coming together for a meeting in Kassisi Retreat Centre,
Lusaka, Zambia. Sisters arrived from Austria, Cameroon, Congo,
Czech Republic, El
Salvador, England,
Ireland, Mali,
Poland, Philippines,
Scotland, Uganda
and Zambia, The
meeting gave the
opportunity for the
Sisters to get to
know each other as
a deeper level, be

Formation House Kassisi in Lusaka / Zambia
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enriched and energised by being together and be enabled to share
a common united vision. French, German and English were the
languages spoken and we were very blest to
have a wonderful translator in Frau
Schwarzinger; however language was certainly
not a barrier as we were able to speak the
language of love, this love actually permeated
our whole time together. I'm sure that Father
Victor Braun looked down upon our gathering
with great joy.

‘Living Gently... a sign of hope in our
world” was the theme of our meeting and the
topics covered included - Hope ,Sacred Heart/
love, Healing and Reconciliation, Eucharistic
Communities, A new vision and Celebrating Federation

Our time of prayer together was very precious and we
shared some very beautiful Eucharistic Celebrations, Morning
and Evening Liturgies as well as other special prayer times.
There was plenty of opportunity for private prayer and reflections
and we had time to get to know each other better through our
group outings and relaxing together.

We  recognised
that our three
Congregations  are
living organisms and
not static, they are
growing and evolving
and we are to be signs
of hope in today’s
world . Our Religious
life 1s a call to holiness,
to have intimacy with God in the service of Jesus Christ and the
poor and we need to be fired by the Spirit so that we have the
breath of Divine Life within us.
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The following proposals were suggested

to give Life to the Federation:

I. Praying for each other, remembering feast days and special
occasions, informing the other two Congregations when a
Sister dies.

2. Exchanging email addresses so that we can keep in touch, it
was recognised that good communication is vital for the life of
the Federation

3. Learning another language of the Federation.
4. Having a ‘Federation’ Prayer

5. Having the opportunity to spend three months in another
community of the Federation.

6. Sisters in Formation to spend time in a community in the
Federation.

7. To explore ways of establishing a new ‘Federation
Community’.

During our closing liturgy
‘Passing on the light of Christ’ a
candle was given to each
Congregation of the Federation.
This light will unite us in prayer
so that the work that was begun
in us will continue.
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Thoughts of the younger Sisters

The personality of Father Victor Braun is for them an
example. They emphasize his simplicity, his humility, his
boldness, his perseverance in difficulties, his trust in Providence
and his cordiality towards everybody.

They declare that they are attracted by the way of the
Gospel which he promotes by the spirituality of the Heart of
Jesus. A way which manifests the divine mercy and radiates the
love of God for the most vulnerable; the most destitute in every
kind of poverty are seen, they are served and respected in their
own dignity.

The Sisters appreciate that the three Congregations - in
spite of being small - are nevertheless dynamic. They love to be
at the same time Martha and Mary; different duties are supported
by times of intensive prayer; the quality of life in community; the
diversity of missions in order to answer the needs of the time; the
opening to the internationality.

They expect a lot of the Federation, they would like more
meetings and inter-congregational experiences, and, if possible,
more Federation Communities, perhaps in Africa ... They hope
"for the sake of Father Victor Braun", to become one day one
united Congregation - as it was in the beginning. They know that
it is necessary to advance slowly, but they ask to go on in that
direction.




Vision for the Future

“Look at the past with gratitude,

The present with passion,

Embrace the future with hope.’

Pope Francis - Consecrated Life 2014

In having the opportunity to reflect, with gratitude, on the
writings of Father Victor Braun, we discover our rootedness and
celebrate our present
with passion and are
given rich insights into
how he might want us
to move forward and
embrace the future
with hope.

Father Braun’s
mission  was  to
identify the needs of
his time and to find
ways to meet those
needs, pioneering
work that was not
already being addressed by others. Today our vision needs to
mirror his. There is still much poverty, inequality and conflict
which needs our attention.

Pilgrimage to Maria Puchheim / Austria

150 years on, it would be good to evaluate our ministries to
ensure that they are still meeting the needs of today and
recognising the signs of our times.

One of the great witnesses of our times is that we have
become international multi-cultural congregations, promoting
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gentleness, justice and peace, in areas where there is often so
much violence and unrest.

We share our Charism with the laity and those who work
with us and support our various missions. There are groups of
Sacred Heart Companions all over the world who share in the life
and mission of our congregations at all levels and this should be
further developed in each congregation.

Companions in Prayer / Philippines
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Federation - Prayer

Faithful to our call to an
Everlasting faithful God, we
Devote ourselves to our share in the mission of Jesus.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we deepen our
Relationship with God and each other.
Attentive to the needs of the world,
Trusting in God's goodness and
Inspired by the fidelity and faithfulness of Mary, we

Open ourselves to Spirit filled
Newness of life.

We the daughters of Father Victor Braun,
live in this blessed moment and move forward
in hope to serve
the living, all powerful,

Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Symbol of the three Congregations

~98 -



Sceurs Servantes du Sacré Coeur de Jésus
109 Avenue de Paris

78009 Versailles, France

Tel: +33 (0) 1 3907 15 60

Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary
803 Chigwell Road,

Woodford Bridge, IG8 8AU, England

Tel: +44 (0) 208 504 1624

Website: www.sacredheartsjm.org

Dienerinnen des heiligsten Herzens Jesu
Herz Jesu Kloster

Keinergasse 37, 1030 Wien, Austria
Tel: +43 (0) 1 712 26 84 9271

Website: www.herzjesu-schwestern.at

This booklet is not for sale!
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