
































































































































































































66 CHIGWELL 

in your deliberations for his glory and the Congrega­
tion's welfare. 

" Our first duty is the expression of our unbounded 
gratitude to the venerable Mother-General, whose 
devotion and services to the Institute are above all 
praise and possible recognition. Her reign will 
remain historic in your Annals, not only for the daily 
solicitude she has so generously exercised, but also 
for the fact -that through difficult vicissitudes she 
has led the Congregation to a definite, permanent, 
and noble status in the Church of God, as an inde­
pendent Pontifical Institute with its own approved 
Constitutions, with a clear, useful field of work for 
God and the Church before it. 

" I know that it would have been the wish of us all 
to see her continue as Mother-General for many 
years to came. I took it on myself to make en­
quiries in Rome as to the possibility of this, but 
it was pointed out that it would be almost cruel to 
seek a dispensation in her case from the laws which 
forbid re-election. At her age and with her weak 
health, it would seem almost wrong to ask her to 
bear the burden any longer and to deprive her of that 
rest and freedom from anxiety which she needs and 
has so well deserved. 

" But this much you can do and you owe her-i.e., 
to ensure that her spirit, her policy, her ideals for 
your Congregation shall be safely maintained and 
realised. Almighty God has ·clearly shown that 
they have his blessing and that in them lies the way 
of further success for you. I am sure that the newly­
elected Superiors will always remember this and 
look to her for their inspiration and guidance. May 
God bless aRd keep her ad multos annos. 

" You will be asked to consider some points of the 
new Constitutions which you may wish to have 
amended. I can only assure you of my constant 
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interest in you and of my readiness to assist you 
in any possible way. 

" Believe me, 
"Yours devotedly in Xt., 

" AIDAN CARD. GASQUET, 
" Cardinal Protector." 

To Mother Sylvester herself Cardinal Gasquet 
wrote in terms which sum up both her own devoted 
life and the hopes of all who have had the privilege 
of knowing her. 

" LADY MOUNT, 

"DORKING. 

"Sept. 17, 1927. 
" DEAR REV. MOTHER-GENERAL, 

" The meeting of your General Chapter gives 
me an opportunity of expressing, as Cardinal 
Protector of your Institute, the gratitude of all its 
members and of Ecclesiastical Authority for the 
great services you have rendered to it during your 
long successful reign as Superior-General. 

"Your devotion to duty, your unstinted self­
sacrifice, your unfailing charity, as well as your 
exemplary observance, have been the means whereby 
almighty God has blessed the Congregation and 
brought it now, with newly approved Constitutions 
and Ordinances, to a definite, dignified permanent 
status in the Church. 

"I know that it would be the wish of all that you 
should continue to rule over its destinies for many 
years to come, were it not that wisely conceived laws 
of the Church determine that after so many labours 
and sacrifices you should be free to enjoy the well­
earned reward of peace and rest and freedom from 
care, so necessary to guarantee that you may long live 
to aid us with your counsel and example. But you 
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can safely pass on the unenviable burden to younger 
shoulders, because you know that you have sown 
good seed on good ground, which will surely bring 
forth the good fruit you desire. 

" I send you the Holy Father's own thanks and 
blessing and heartily add to it my own. May Provi­
dence grant you health and happiness and spare 
you among us for many years to see the full realisa­
tion of your ideals and desires. 

" Believe me to be, 
" Yours devotedly in Xt., 

"AIDAN CARD. GASQUET, 
"Card. Protector." 

The Chapter proceeded to its task, and its choice 
fell fittingly on Mother Laurence. With that wise 
decision our own little task concludes too. 

These few pages can lay no claim to being more 
than a mere sketch; but it is always a pleasure to 
bring before others, no matter in how halting a way 
or narrow a range, whatever is beautiful in the 
garden of God's Church; and certainly the "Work of 
this Congregation, whose history we have just 
outlined, devoted, as it so largely is, to tending ' he 
poor bruised reeds of humanity-bruised ~ ten 

through no fault of their own-and keeping alight 
and happy the flax which had else sunk into dark­
ness, is a work at once holy and beautiful, rich in 
its powers of sanctification, and dear beyond human 
counting to those loving Hearts under whose gentle 
inspiration and guidance the work began in the past 
and lives on in the present. · 
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TRANSLATION OF THE REMAINS OF THE REV. FR. 

BRAUN 

(From the French) 

T HE year r925, being the centenary of the 
birth of our Rev. Father Founder, was par­

ticularly appropriate for the translation of his 
remains from the temporary grave in the cemetery 
of Argenteuil to the vault specially made to 
receive them, in the apse of the Mother House at 
Versailles. September rg, Feast of Notre-Dame de 
la Salette, was fittingly chosen for the ceremony, 
recalling as it does the special devotion which our 
R~v. Father inculcated among his daughters to 
Our Lady of la Salette-a devotion much practised 
by the Brothers of St Vincent de Paul, of which 
Society he was a member. Trusting in Providence, 
our Rev. Mother made the necessary applications 
to the Civil and Religious Authorities, and in neither 
case met with any objectio'n. 

We therefore gathered together at seven o'clock, 
September r6, in the cemetery of Argenteuil, for 
the opening of the tomb and the examination of the 
coffin. There were present Canon Thevenot, Rev. 
Mother Marie Eustelle, Mother Colombe, Mother 
Camille, and several Sisters of the Houses at Argen­
teuil. 
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It was found that the pinewood coffin was in a 
state of decay and that the lead coffin had given 
way in two places. Mons. Bru, municipal councillor 
of Versailles, who represented the municipal authori­
ties, decided that it would be necessary to make a 
new coffin in oak to receive the precious remains. 

This ceremony took place on Wednesday, Sep­
tember r8, at 8 a.m., in the presence of Canon 
Thevenot, the Abbe Braun, Cure of Remelfing 
(Lorraine), nephew of our Father Founder, the Rev. 
Mother Marie Eustelle, Superior-General, accom­
panied by several of the nuns, Mons. Bru, the 
Chief Constable, the representative of the cemetery 
authorities, and various undertakers of the town. 

When the lid of the lead coffin was raised we 
gazed with-reverence, love, and deep emotion on the 
skeleton of our Rev. Father-the skull bare, and all 
the other bones still clothed with shapeless and 
colourless clothes. 

What memories ! What deep thoughts were 
stirred by the sight of this dear body hidden for 
forty-three years! Corrupting human flesh ordin­
arily emits a nauseous odour, but no such odour 
exhaled from the venerable body of our Father 
Founder. 

Mons. Bru, to satisfy the filial devotion of the 
Sisters, took from the skull a thick strand of hair, 
which he presented to the Superior-General. Then, 
spontaneously, the Sisters and all present came 
piously to touch the venerable Remains with their 
rosaries, crucifixes, and medals. The translation 
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to the new coffin then took place, and this was done 
with such tender care that not the smallest bone 
was misplaced. 

The skull was placed on a white silk cushion, 
lovingly made by the Sisters. The bones of the feet, 
which were lying in well-preserved slippers, and the 
lower limbs in their stockings, were placed as they 
were. The remainder of the body was lifted with 
the clothes and reverently placed in position. 

The Rev. Mother then placed a new crucifix on the 
breast of our Rev. Father and filled up the vacant 
spaces with cotton-wool. Before the coffin was 
closed all present sprinkled holy water with deep 
emotion and fervent prayer. 

By 8-45 a.m. all was finished and the coffin was 
, placed in a motor-hearse. Canon Thevenot and 
the Abbe Braun took their places in the coupe and 
set out immediately for Versailles, while the Rev. 
Mother and several Mothers and Sisters followed 
in motor-cars. At about 9.30 a.m. the approach 
of the solemn procession was announced to the 
Sisters of the Mother House by the tolling of the 
bell, and the Chaplain, vested in surplice and black 
stole, received the body in the church porch. All 
the Sisters and Novices assembled in the church, 
recited with great fervour the De Profundis and 
Miserere, whilst the coffin was borne to the choir 
and laid on a superb catafalque, surrounded by 
twenty-four candles. 

During the remainder of the day and all through 
the night groups of Sisters and Novices succeeded 
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each other without interruption as guards of honour 
round their beloved Father. 

On Saturday morning, September rg, the cere­
mony of the translation was concluded by a solemn 
High Mass for the repose of the soul of the venerable 
founder. 

The Abbe Braun, who has eagerly taken part in the 
ceremonies in honour of his uncle, sang the High 
Mass, while Monsignor Gibier, Bishop of Versailles, 
so paternally devoted to the Sisters, presided at the 
ceremony and preached the panegyric. 

All the Sisters available from the neighbouring 
Houses, but especially the thirty-three surviving 
Sisters who had known the Rev. Father personally, 
were invited to this solemn ceremony-the large 
church being thus completely filled by the Sisters 
and the orphans. No invitations, therefore, were 
sent to outsiders, a happy arrangemen_t which_ 
rendered the ceremony an entirely family affair. 

His Lordship, the Bishop, was assisted by his two 
Vicars-General, M. Millot and M. Quenard. Canon 
Robert, who acted as Master of Ceremonies, very 
kindly brought with him some of his Seminarists 
to help in the ceremony. Canon Boyer, Dean M. 
Le Guerri_er, cure de St Eustache de Viroflay, and 
M. l'Abbe Fort, Vicar of St Symphorien, proved 
by their presence their sympathy with and devotion 
to the Congregation. 

The music and singing were perfectly carried out 
by the choir of the Mother House. 

Before the Absolution, the Bishop addressed the 
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Sisters in words which plainly manifested his Lord­
ship's devotion to the interests of the Congregation. 
His touching words cannot fittingly be summarised 
here; we shall therefore reproduce them below in 
their entirety, as we know how delighted the Sisters 
will be to read them more than once. 

The Bishop, having concluded the panegyric, 
pronounced the solemn Absolution, and then the 
clergy, following his Lordship, sprinkled holy water 
on the catafalque. The coffin was then lowered 
into the vault prepared for it, after which ceremony 
the Sisters and the orphans came in procession to 
sprinkle holy water on the coffin of their dear Father 
Founder. 

The ceremony being concluded, the workmen 
covered the vault with slabs of stone, over which 
they placed a large cross of white marble on which 
was engraved the inscription: 

" I9TH SEPTEMBER 1925, THE FILIAL PIETY OF THE SISTERS, 

SERVANTS OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS, HAS TRAoNSLATED 

INTO THIS TOMB THE MORTAL REMAINS OF THE REV. FR. 

VICTOR BRAUN, THEIR VENERATED FOUNDER, BORN 8TH 

JUNE 1825; DIED AT ARGENTEUIL ON THE l8TH MAY 1882." 

R E QUIESCAT IN PACE. 

SERMON OF MGR. GIBIER, BISHOP OF VERSAILLES 

" My dear Sisters, the pious ceremony which has 
brought us together to-day is very touching and 
impressive. 

'' We see in this sanctuary the Bishop of Versailles, 
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accompanied by some of his priests; at the Altar, 
Abbe Braun, and before us a parishioner of Long­
jumeux, both nephews of the venerable deceased; 
then the dear Sisters, the venerable Mother-General, 
so maternal and just, so unworldly and filially 
beloved by all the Institute ; and gathered around -
her the nuns of the Community of the Mother House, 
all the Council of the Congregation, and some nuns 
who once knew the Rev. Father, who saw his face 
and heard his voice and received counsel from his 
lips. The others who have not been so privileged, 
nevertheless surely know him also through his wise 
teaching and the promptings of their own devoted 
hearts. And behind this group of the Sisters, 
Servants of the Sacred Heart, we see a group of 
children. Thus we have represented here in this 
church an -epitome of the life-work of the Father 
Founder, the result of his large-hearted charity 
and apostolic zeal. This, then, is no public mani­
festation, no, it is a family gathering, an assembly 
of souls which vibrate in perfect unison, animated 
with the same veneration, breathing the same prayers 
and sharing the same hopes. Such an assembly 
needs no sermon, yet it would be a disappointment 
for you and a sorrow to me not to say to you a few 
words of sympathy, of encouragement, of reverence, 
of veneration, words which are, perhaps, but a 
repetition -or contil).uance of-those of my venerable 
predecessors in the See of Versailles-Mgr. Mabile, 
and Mgr. Groux. 

" Your venerable founder died in r88z, at the age 
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of fifty-seven . He was interred in the cemetery of 
Argenteuil in a vault near that of Mother Gertrude, 
your first Superior-General. At that time the Con­
gregation, just established, signified its intention 
of translating the precious remains to this newly 
opened Mother House. To-day, after forty-three 
years of waiting, you have accomplished that desire, 
and I presume to surmise the intention of your 
elder Sisters in bringing to this magnificent Mother 
House of the Congregation the mortal remains of 
your dear Father Founder, but I need not express 
that supposition. 

"I have in my mind at this moment a vista of the 
life and work of your holy founder, the gradual 
evolution of his plaRs, his vicissitudes, his virtues, 
his priestly vocation, his home, and his family. 
The birthplace, the parents, and the early life of a 
child presage not unfrequently the greatness, the 
vocation, and the final destiny of the man. 

" Your Rev. Father was born in Lorraine, in 
the little town of St A vold, which was evangelised 
in the sixth century by Irish missionaries. This 
fact is not without significance, for in the nine­
teenth century have we not seen large numbers 
of Irish nuns gathered around your venerable 
Father? 

" And his family and home was a profoundly 
Christian one. His parents, who were of a highly 
respected merchant class, put religion before all 
else and took care to transmit this precious gift of 
Christian Faith in all its fullness to their large 
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family. The faith ancf devotion of these pious 
parents was rewarded in the vocation of two of their 
sons to the priesthood. Their eldest son became a 
member of the Society of Jesus, and Victor, the ninth 
of their eleven children, a Brother of St Vincent de 
Paul, and the founder of your Congregation. He 
was ordained priest by Mgr. Dupont des Loges, an 
illustrious Bishop of Metz, who lived through the 
'Terrible Year' and who maintained before the 
Prussians his rank as a great prelate of the Church 
and at the same time his reputation .as a noble 
Frenchman. 

"As Professor, Curate, Cure and Brother of Mercy, 
Brother of St Vincent de Paul, Pere Braun won the 
respect and confidence of all with whom he came 
in contact, and as a Confessor he was very much 
sought after at Notre-Dame des Victoires at Paris. 
It was there that his special vocation-the great 
work of his life-gradually revealed itself to him. 
A group of Alsatians and Germans was specially 
confided to his care with a special charge of the 
evangelisation of the district known as Grenoble. 
The work was so vast that he found he could not 
possibly accomplish it unaided, and he soon found 
some holy women, simple, pious, unselfish, active, 
and apostolic, in whom he discerned the germs of 
religious vocation. 

"This was the commencement of your Congrega­
tion, and the great God who is pleased to bless that 
which is small and almost insignificant-the child 
in its cradle, the seedling cast into the ground, 



APPENDIX 77 
good works in their almost imperceptible beginnings 
-vouchsafed to bless the work of your holy founder 
in its very simple origin. · 

" His Community was first established in Paris in 
the Rue Humboldt and in the Rue d'Ulm. But his 
~ongregation once started he did not confine his zeal 
within the Capital. He soon made Foundations 
outside Paris in the department of Seine et Oise, 
where he spent the greater part of his life and where 
he died, but he belongs to us. 

" He established himself first at the gates of the 
Capital, at Sevres, where he remained two years 
during a period of great historical interest. There 
he met the Abbe Codant, illustrious all over France 
as an eloquent preacher. There also he made 
the acquaintance of the Dominicans, whom you 
may call your elder Sisters, because of those very 
special relations of which you already know the 
details. Canon Thevenot has_ related all this very 
eloquently and minutely in his beautiful book, 
which you have in your hands and which will 
remain an . historical document. (I gladly seize this 
opportunity to express my gratitude to your devoted 
Chaplain for so noble a work.) For two years, as I 
have said, the Congregation remained at Sevres, 
and it was there the first members of the Order 
received the Habit. Finding it necessary to leave 
Sevres, he moved to St Cloud, Montretout, where 
he met with new difficulties which forced him to seek 
a new home for his little Congregation in Argenteuil, 
where it remained till r883, during which year the 
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Mother House was established at Versailles, first 
at the A venue de St Cloud, and finally on this very 
spot where this spacious Convent has grown up­
your beloved Mother House in the A venue de 
Paris. 

"And during those fifteen years of Apostolate 
how many and how varied were the activities of 
your founder and of his beloved Daughters. Not 
only in Paris, Sevres, St Cloud, Argenteuil, was 
this Apostolate carried on, but all over France, in 
Germany, in Austria, in England. It has become 
an international Congregation. 

"Notwithstanding Pere Braun's delicate health 
and but average intelligence, he managed to cope 
successfully with various business matters requiring 
great tact, and never was he disconcerted at having 
to treat with great official -dignitaries, whether 
ecclesiasticci.l or civil. He was perfectly at his ease 
in the cottage or in the Court, even at Frosdorft 
in the Salons of Henry the Fifth. 

" Deprived of financial resources he trusted com­
pletely in Providence and Providence never failed 
him. It is this marvellous confidence of his which 
chiefly reveals to us his great sanctity, for this was 
his characteristic virtue. 

"Let us dwell for a moment on his other eminent 
virtues, and to this end allow me to recall the words 
spoken, i!!lmediately after your Father's death, 
by my predecessor, Mgr. Groux: 

" 'Pere Braun was truly <t priest after God's own 
heart.' 
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"I endorse this saying, which I know to be nothing 
more than the exact truth. 

"What is ' a priest according to the heart of 
God'? He is a man of God and a man of souls. 
And was not your founder such a man ? 

" He was a man of God. All his confidence was 
placed in Divine Providence-that is the mark of the 
Christian and religious soul-in Providence it lives 
and moves and has its being. Since God created 
that soul out of nothing, it recognises its incapacity 
to act without him and completely abandons itself 
to his all-wise and loving care-in him and through 
him it can do all things. 

"And then, how ardent was his devotion to the 
Sacred Heart and to our Lady! Above all, what 
devotion to the Cross, which is the keystone of all 
Christian virtue ! Yes, during the whole course of 
his life he walked along the Royal Road of the 
Cross. He was truly a man of God. 

" And he was a man of soulg,.--of consecrated 
souls ! He sought them everywhere, found them, 
gathered them together, formed them, supematural­
ised them, detached them from themselves. What 
a wonderful work! 

" I kµow that your Chaplain has in his possession 
the writings, sermons, and letters of your holy 
founder, relating to the direction and formation of 
religious consecrated to God. 

"But it was not only with consecrated souls your 
holy founder was concerned, he devoted himself, 
as he wishes you to be devoted, to the alleviation of 
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suffering troubled souls, cast adrift amid the dangers 
of the world. It is the greatest of errors to imagine 
one can sanctify oneself without seeking to sanctify 
others. If we are concerned with ourselves only 
we are egoists, individualists, but not Christians. 

" To be a Christian is to sanctify oneself for God 
and for one's neighbour; it is to forget oneself and 
to devote oneself entirely to others, especially to the 
helpless children, orphans, the aged, the poor, and 
the sick. 

" Such is your life and such the history of your 
Father, ' Man of God and man of souls.' What a 
holy life ! What a beautiful death ! 

" Let us recall to you his deathbed. Honest as he 
is holy, his worldly affairs are first set in order. 
He then asks for and receives the Last Sacraments 
with full consciousness, offering his life for his Con­
gregation, for the Servants of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. In his delirium he recites passages from the 
Holy Scriptures and Latin phrases from his Breviary 
or Missal and admonishes his Daughters: 'My little 
Children, love one another '-and thus he dies. 
And Mgr. Groux, impelled by duty and affection 
for your Father, went to you in your bereavement 
and spoke those memorable and consoling words: 
'Pere Braun was a priest after God's own heart.' 

"My dear children, it is for you to continue the 
work so happily 'begun. · 

"Now we will recite together the De Profundis 
for your good Father and so conclude our beautiful 
ceremony for to-day. But our devotion to him will 
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not end here; we will continue to pray for him with 
increasing fervour. And may we not hope that he 
prays for us? May_ he always do so, and from his 
place in Heaven bless our dear diocese of Versailles. 
He is entirely ours, he belongs to us, we guard his 
remains. He has died where he lived and worked. 
May he bless this dear Mother House of the Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart and particularly the Mother­
General. May he bless also all the Houses here 
represented as well as those which are with us in 
Spirit. 

"May God bless you and all your works and may 
your dear Founder obtain for us all sanctity on 
earth and eternal happiness in Heaven." 

6 



LIST OF HOUSES 

House. Date. Diocese. 

ENGLAND. 

Chigwell Convent i896 Brentwood 

Etloe House, i885 
Leyton 

BigodsHall,Dun- 1915 
mow 

Convent, Homer- i873 ·westminster 
ton 

Convent, High- 1889 
gate 

Convent, Mile 1903 
End 

Field H ea th 1901 
House, Hilling-
don 

St. Mary's, North 1903 
Hyde 

Hillside, Bun- 1919 
tingford 

Kelton,Liverpool 1897 Liverpool 

Pontville, Orms- 1910 
kirk 

Allerton Priory, 1915 
Liverpool 

Durran Hill, Car- 1906 Lancaster 
lisle 

Convent, Rother- 1893 Southwark 
hithe 

St. T e r esa's, 1924 
Lewisham 

"Lord Ninian" 1912 Cardiff 
Hospital, Cardiff 

Work. 

Novitiate House, Oph­
thalmic School for boys. 

Certified Home for men­
t ally deficient girls over 
sixteen years. 

Certified School for men­
tally deficient boys. 

Council School and Poor 
Law Orphanage for girls. 

Home for unmarried 
mothers . 

Council School and 
Mission Work. 

Certified School for men­
tally deficient girls . 

Poor Law School for boys. 

Certified School for men­
tally deficient boys. 

Home for unmarried 
mothers . 

Certified School for men­
tally deficient boys. 

Certified School for men­
tally deficient girls. 

Certified Home for men­
tally deficient girls over 
sixteen years. 

Home of Refuge. 

Certified Home for men­
tally deficient girls over 
sixteen years 

Nursing Home. 



LIST OF HOUSES 

House. Date. Diocese. Work. 

ENGLAND--Cottt. 

Convent, Sud- 1885 Northampton Certified Home for men­
tally deficient girls over 
sixteen years and Ele­
mentary School. 

bury 

St. Patrick's, 
Hayling Island 

SCOTLAND. 

Rothesay 

Cumnock 

South Uist 

St. Mary's, Barr­
head 

Mount Vernon, 
Edinburgh 

IRELAND. 

1927 Portsmouth Open-air School, certified 
by the Board of Educa­
tion. 

i882 Arygle & Isles Elementary School and 

1882 Galloway 

1900 Glasgow 

i894 Edinburgh 

Orphanage. 
Elementary School and 
Hospital. 

Hospital and Mission 
work. 

Home of Refuge. 

Penitent Home for 
women. 

Bessboro, Cork 1922 Cork Home for unmarried 
mothers. 








